THE KING RULES
I could consent to place in the Duke of Grafton's employment,
Whatever you may think, do not take any decision, unless it is the
one of instantly accepting, without a farther conversation with me.
And as to the other arrangements, you may hear what others think
but keep your own opinion till I have seen you.
The result of the appeal has already been indicated: North
succeeded Grafton as Prime Minister. At the same time he
retained the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer.
it was one thing to make North Prime Minister but another
to ensure that his Administration would weather the storm which
had broken over the country as a result of Chatham's denunciation
of the Government for its treatment of Wilkes. In both Houses
of Parliament the question of Wilkes's incapacity to sit as the
Member for Middlesex was hody debated; but the Government
managed to hold its own—though not by large majorities. The
Opposition, disappointed at the failure which had attended their
efforts in Parliament, thereupon adopted less honourable tactics.
Agitators went up and down the country to urge electors to
bombard the King with petitions begging him to dismiss the
* evil counsellors' who have * traitorously * violated the * spirit
and letter of those laws which have secured the throne of these
realms to the House of Brunswick/ The City of London, where
the Wilkites were in the ascendancy, went to the extent of
framing ' remonstrances' which likened the expulsion of Wilkes
to * a deed more ruinous in its consequences than the levying of
ship-money by Charles the First, or the dispensing power assumed
by James the Second/
In April Wilkes was released from prison: he was at once
honoured by the City of London by being elected an Alderman.
On May 6th Horace Walpole wrote to Sir Horace Mann:
I don't know whether Wilkes is subdued by his imprisonment, or
waits for the rising of Parliament, to take the field; or whether
his dignity of Alderman has dulled him into prudence, and the
love of feasting; but hitherto he has done nothing but go to City
banquets and sermons, and sit at Guildhall as a sober magistrate.
. . . Lord Chatham has talked on the Middlesex election till
nobody will answer him; and Mr Burke [Lord Buckingham's
governor] has published a pamphlet [this was Thoughts on the
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